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i. Con. Chap. xiii, Ver. 13; | 
And now abideth Faith, Hope, Charity, theſe 
three ; but the greateſe of theſe is, Charity. 


| HE apoſtle, in this chapter, treats 
concerning the great duty of chriſtian 


charity, or love, The original word, in- 


deed, properly ſignifies the love of God, and 
our neighbour; and St. Paul, here, earneſtly 
* recommends it, by ſhewing the indiſpen- 
fable neceſſity, and great importance of it. 
He gives us a moſt beautiful and animated 
deſcription of the glorious properties, and 


excellent fruits of this truly amiable virtue; 
and evidently ſhews how much it excels 
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in the daily practice of this great duty. 


1 | 
the greateſt of all other ſpiritual gifts and 


graces. Indeed, faith itſelf, will, at the cloſe 


of our abode on earth, be ſwallowed up of 
life; and hope will then be turned into en- 
joyment; but love, divine love, that moſt 


excellent and amiable of all chriſtian graces 


will ſtill remain: It will not only remain, 
but it will likewiſe be continually increaſ- 


ing, and improving both towards our God ; 


and Saviour, and towards all our celeſtial 
companions, whether angels or glorified 
ſaints, Senfible of this, the apoſtle in the 
text, gives an evident preference to charity 
before faith and hope; © And now abideth 


* faith, hope, and charity, theſe three; but the 
* greateſt of theſe is charity. 


I beg leave from theſe words, to conſi- 
der, I. The nature of chriſtian charity, or 
love, as it relates to the bodies of men. 
II. As it relates to their ſouls; and, laſtly, 


give a word of exhortation to all here pre- 
ſent, that they may be careful to be found 


I, 


[ 8 1 1 
I. I ſhall conſider this great duty of 
ebriſtian charity, or love, as it relates to 
the bodies of men. | 


The Almighty, in his great wiſdom, has 
ſo conſtituted things in this preſent world, 
that we are indiſpenſably obliged, and cal- 
led upon to be helpful to each other. God, 
in the courſe of his good providence, has 
wiſely ordained, that there ſhould be vari- 
ous and different ſtates and conditions in 
life. It is the Lord Almighty, who maketh 
poor, and who maketh rich; who bringeth 
down, and who raiſeth up: He aſſures us, 
in his word, that The poor ſhall never 
© ceaſe out of the land; and Solomon tells 
us that The rich and poor meet toge- 
ther;” informing us at the ſame time, that he 
The Lord is the maker of them all;” the 
ſame benevolent author of their being, the 
ſame wiſe diſpoſer of their reſpeQive ſtates . | 
and conditions: And the reaſon why there 
is ſo great an ineqality appointed and per- 925 
mitted, by the ſupreme Being, among the 
| ſons 
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ſons of men, evidently ſeems to be this; 
that the necellary buſineſs of live may be 
carried on in a due courſe, and in a regu- 
lar way; and further, that thoſe who are 
fixed in high ſtations; may ſhew their kind- 
neſs and compaſſion to their poor and indi- 
bent en 75 


Indeed we were Am to glorify God, 
and to aſſiſt each other. God has made 
no man ſo independant in life, as not to 
ſtand in need of the aſſiſtance of his fel- 

low-creatures. The rich can no more live 
_ without the labour of the poor, than the 
poor can ſupport themſelves without the 
aid of the wealthy. Both ſtates; therefore, 
are indiſpenſably neceſſary to the well- be- 
1 of either. | 


Let TR jy 10 8 no more a or 
under - value the pious poor, (who are right 
dear in the fight of God) neither let the 
poor envy. their ſuperiors, nor murmur 
at their low condition. Both are alike. 

ne RET ESE | HY 


E704 
4 0 and children of God; both 
are the workmanſhip of the ſame divine 
band; and both may be, thro' grace, par- 


takers of the ſame divine nature. God 


is no reſpetter of perſons; but in every 
age, and in every nation; ; in every tate 
and in every condition, he that feareth 
God, and worketh righteouſneſs is accept- 
ed with him: Let not, therefore, the rich 
man either truſt in, or boaſt himſelf in his 
riches; he ktioweth not what a day may 
bring forth. He, who is to day a king, 
may, before to morrow's dawn, be brought 
low, even to the duſt of the earth. 
thouſand accidents daily furround us; che 
viciſſitudes of human life are innumerable; 
its wheels are ever in motion; and the 
great diſpoſer of al things, who guides 
and direkts them, is continually Neri 
Were one, and ſetting 8. oranges 


In Paten Werdzore⸗ let us look for | 
and expe@, that in a mutable world, a 
change may come. Let us be thankful to 

S | God 


1 


{80 
God for our preſent comforts; humble in 
ourſelves, and charitable to the poor and 
needy. We are not proprietors, but only 
Rewards: of what we poſſeſs. God is the 
great proprietor of all, vho delivers his 
talents to bis ſervants, i in different degrees, 


and proportions, . cen to Ni own 


at pleaſures... 1 1 1110 % bus *. 
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- Ap. awful day i is indeed coming, uy 


; be will moſt aſſuredly reckon with every 


one of us. Happy they who are ſo viſe 
as to endeavour, by the grace of God, 


| duly to improve what is committed to 
their charge. And. if theſe things ate ſo, 


it will highly. behove us all ſeriouſly. to 


enquire (as in the immediate preſence. of 
an omniſcient and heart: ſearching God) 
whether we have been, or now are, faith- 


ful in the diſtribution, and employment of 
that portion of goods which providence 
has allotted us? Do we feed the hungry, 
clothe. the naked, and bid the oppreſſed 
89: free? Can we ſay, each ſor bimſelf, 

with 


; ' . 

Wich holy Job,“ 1 was eyes to the blind, | 
*and feet was I to the lame. I was a 
father to the poor. When the ear heard 

eme, then it blefled wie; and when the 

eye ſaw me, it gave witneſs to me; be- 
* cauſe I delivered the poor that cried, 
«and the fatherleſs, and bim that had 
* none-to help bim. The bleſſing of him 
+ that was ready to periſh: came upon me; 
and I W the wide w's heart to fing 
2 for} you: 


; | Bleſſed Sete bleſſed are the rich 
and powerful, who, thus, by grace, wiſe- 
ih and faithfully employ their riches and 

power, to promote the divine glory; and 
the good of their fellow-creatures. They, 
indeed, are truly rich: rich in faith, rich 
in love, and rich in the enjoyment of all 
ſpiritual Bleſſings in Chriſt Jeſus. They 
are poſſeſſed of the pearl of great price; 
they have an imereſt in their Lord and 
Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt; they have union and 
communion with bim: They experience 
in B that 
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| that peace which paſſeth all underſtand- 
ing; they are filled with all joy and peace 
in believing, and they ſhall finally enter 
into the 3j Joy of their Lord. Wt 


8 W then: we kinds ample encourage- 
ment to abound in every good work. 
Even a cup of cold water, if given to a diſ- 
treſſed brother, out of a principle of faith, 
in Chriſt, and love to man, for Chriſt's 
ſake, will not (if our abilities extend no 
further) be over- looked, or forgotten at 
the laſt day. Our ſmalleſt ſervices will 
then be moſt amply rewarded; not in a 
way of debt, or merit, but freely; by the 
grace of God, in Chriſt Jeſus, our Lord. 
And can you, my brethren, wiſh, nay, can 
you poſlibly have greater encouragement 
to do good, and to communicate than that 
which is held forth in the ſacred oracles ? 
Surely not. Examine yourſelves, there- 
fore, whether ye be in the faith, and prove 
_ your  ownſelves by the fruits which your 
beit 8 8 A tree is known by its 
fruits. 


„ 


fruits... If you abound in the good fruits 
of the ſpirit (the chief of which, remember, 
is the grace of charity, or love) you then 


are evidenly led by the ſpirit of God, 
you are his children, and ſhall be heirs 
together of the grace of life. Love is the 
fulfilling of the law. God is love; he that 


dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, and 


God in him. | . 


Wherever this divine grace of love is 


found, it is an evident proof that we are 
real chriſtians ; that we dwell in Chriſt and 
Chriſt in us; that we are one with Chriſt, 
and Chriſt with us. But if we are deſti- 


| tute of this divine principle, we have then 


the greateſt reaſon to conclude, that we 
do not belong to the flock of Chriſt; but 
rather, on the contrary, that we are under 
the. guidance of the infernal tyrant. 


Be not deceived: It is true, God has 
given us all things richly to enjoy; but we 


are not permitted to bury, or mil-employ 
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© our talents: 11 we do * Ke we ſhall 


be caft into outer darkneſs, as unprofitable 
ſervants, if the latter, we ſhall as unfaith- 


ful ſtewards and waſters of our Lord's good 
be ſubjeft to the ſevereſt condemnation. | 
And yet, alas! how many prodigal ſons 


and daughters, may we find in the preſent 
day. How many nobles and great men 
have we now, who had much rather ſpend 
their money in vain and ſinful pleaſures, 
in idle diſſipations, and luxurious enter- 
tainments, than in relieving the pious poor? 
They are ever more ready to expend their 


ſubſtance in theatrical entertainments; in 


balls and aſſemblies; in races and maſque- 


rades; in horſes and hounds; in gaming, and 


bad women; then to nouriſh, comfort, and 


relieve their diſtreſſed fellow- creatures. 


May all who conſume their ſubſtance in 
theſe unchriſtian practices (over- looking 
at the ſame time, the diſtreſſes of their 
poor brethren) conſider in due time, both 
their dn and —_ God will E 

Vinit 


[23 ] 

viſit for theſe things all-who leſan in 
them; moſt probably in this world with 
remorſe- and anguiſh,” with poverty and 
diſtreſs; but if they are ſpared in this 5 

life, God vill moſt certainly puniſh them 
with the greateſt ſeverity in the next. We 
read that Dives was great and powerful; 
be was clothed in purple and fine linen, 
and fared ſumptuouſſy every day: but, 

alas! we find that all his grandeur eould 
not exempt him from the awful firoke of 
death, or the miſery of the damned; for 
in hell he lift up his eyes, being in tor- 
ments. May all great men, confider. this; 
who conſume their ſubſtance in vanity and 
riotous living, left God pluck them ſud- 
_ denly e e ee be wet ee | 

vor en | 1 


N Riches profit not in the day of wrath: 
No; if they have been unjuſtiy acquired, 
or ſordidly hoarded up, to the neglett of. 
good and charitable actions, or profuſely . 
e Oy in the purſuit of finful 
ſenſual 


Y 1 14 fa 

ſenſiual pleaſures, they will at, the day of 
5 judgement, be a means of your condem- 
1 remember you will then be judg- 
eld, not according to the greatneſs of your 
worldly poſſeſſions, but according to the 
| nd or 1 28 you! have made of hem. 
7 If | you a kindly ans 1 en ee | 
and diſtreſſed. fellow-chriſtians; the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, ho has a moſt tender con- 
cern and ſympathy for his poor members, 
eondeſcends graciouſly: to look upon the 
kindneſs as done to', himſelf; In as 


much as ye have done it unto the leaſt 


of theſe, my brethren; ye have done it 
2 unto me. And can there be any per- 
ſon, profeſſing chriſtianity,” ſo ungrateful 
and obdurate, as to deny adminiſtering to 
the poor and needy, who are the repre- 
ſentatives of the Lord Jeſus, a liberal pro- 
portion of the ſubſtance which the divine 
Saviour and Redeemer has given him? 


. God forbid! the ſuppoſition is too 0 horrid 


Ri final: auen. | 


5 


11. 1 proceed, therefore, nc now to conſider 


* nature of chriſtian love, or n, * 


it relates to we ſouls of men. 


ond hens: 1 Si obſerve that the ſoul | 
of man is infinitely more valuable than the | 


body. . 5 

Could we wy the has 3 at wh 
expence of our precious and immortal 
| ſouls, we ſhould ſurely make a very fool- 
iſh and deſperate exchange. It is need- 
ful therefore, and our bounden duty to 
do all in our power, by the help of God, 


to promote the en welfare of our 


bretbren. 


Let us kindly watch over each other's 
conduQ, for. our. mutual good; and let us 
reprove, rebuke, and exhort with all meck- 
neſs, gentleneſs, and love. Let us rebuke 


our neighbour, rather than ſuffer fin to - 


_ reſt upon him; and, taking the apoſtles 
advice, © Let us exhort one another daily, 
e whilſt it is called to day, left any of us 


* ſhould be hardened thro' the deceitful. 
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Some of you, perhaps, \nbay. be iniclited 
to relieve the bodies of your fellow-ſin- 
ners, 'who” are nevertheleſs | ſupine and 
careleſs about the welfare of their fouls: 
But Bow fad is it, to have thought for 
thei mortal, but none for their immortal 
part? The tender mercies of all ſuch per- 
ſons are 1 25 defeftive and, Ke a I 
| | This'is the nobleſt and greateſt charity, 
to convert a ſinner from the error of his 
ways, and to fave a ſoul from death. This 
ia à much nobler kindneſs, and of far 
greater advantage than the relielf of the 
poor and needy. Death will ſoon deliver 
che moſt wretched of mortals. from all the 
troubles and ſorrows of this mortal liſe; 
but, death to thoſe, who. are in a ſtate of 
nature, unrenewed and unchanged, will be 
ſo far from b being a releaſe from their miſe 
ry, that it will, in fact, be an inlet to inex- 
preſſible ee and infinite re 
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= Rey it we are truly enfible if the 
value of our own ſouls, and ſeriouſly con- 


der what au ineſtimable price the, Lord 


Jeſus, Chriſt, paid for their ranſom, it is | 2 


Utterly. impoſſible that we can be luke- 

warm and indifferent to the ſpititual con- 
cerns of others. All who are truly conver- 
ted to God, and born again of water, and 


of the ſpirit, know aſſuredly that they were 


ſnatched as brands out of the burning fire. 
A deep and affecting ſenſe of the love of 


Chriſt to their ſouls, in bringing about 
this wonderful change, and in turning them 


from darkneſs unto light, and from the 
power of ſatan unto God; this ſenſe, I ſay, 
conſtraineth all true believers greatly to 
On vine the ad of their. brethren. 


> 


3M he 3 of 5 Tank 1 Chriſt, hs . 
in our hearts, i it will ſurely evidence itſelf by | 


a diligent endeavour io promote the glory 
of God, and the falvation of all men,—I 


Judge no man; but earneſtly. beſeech you 
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: rue important matter. 
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all to judge yourſelves impartially, con- 
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57 on enquiry, BORES a. true love to 
God and Jeſus Chriſt whom he has ſent ; 
together with an ardent zeal to promote 
the edification and ſalvation of mankind, 
(according to your reſpective talents and 


+1 


abilities) you are moſt aſſuredly the chil- 


dren of the Higbeſt, and heirs, thro grace, 
of everlaſting life. If chis be your happy 
! experience, rejoice in the Lord alvays, 

and pray for a conſtant ſupply of bis holy 


ſpirit, that you may abound in love, and 


Zeal, in truth and holineſs; more and more. 2 


8 2 Forgetting thoſe things which are behind, 
E reach forth unto thoſe things which are 


4M before, and preſs towards the mark, for tbe 


40 prize of the high calling of God i in Chriſt 


«Jeſus: , Thus as you grow in years you will 


grow in” grace, and in the e of 
our r Lord "We Saviour, Jeſus . 
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1 ned. now, laſtly, to give a word = 
exhortation to all who are hexe preſent, 0 
be found in the daily practice of this great 
"Ra of chriſtian charity; a 20 93.1 


by val ade la id moi 
The; Praiſes of charity are, ay you. "IP 
heard, many and great in bd een 
The apoſtle, in the text, gives it the preſe- ; 
rence, before either faith, or hope. Love is, | 
indeed, the plant of paradiſe; it is a trui / 
| divine, and moſt amiable grace: It pro- 
ceeds from the holy ſpirit of God: and al! 
1 who are under its bleſſed guidance have, as it 
ve re, the broad ſeal of heaven impreſſed on 
their, hearts; and do evidently ſhew dhat {1 
they are the children of the Higheſt; vw 
is loving to every man; and whoſe tender 
mercies are over all his Morks. Charity; or 
the grace ol love, never faileth. It may 
qd | be ſaid never to fail, as/it proceeds: from an 
unchangeable God. It is not ſo with us. 
We are poor, weak, mutable creatures; 
There may be, and alas! frequently are; 5 
ebbs and flowings in our charity; but yet 
C2 | when 


4 


„„ 
where there is the truth. of grace. in the 


| heart, there the grace of Tove does and will 
in a e remain and increaſe lor ever. 4 


1 ian 7s MST] 
True believes always uo, and ever will 0 
ſhew charity to all, who have erred and 
gone aſtray from God's holy command. 
ments. They cannot bear, without great 
ſorrow and compunRion of heart, t6 ſee the 
daily triumphs of fin and ſatan; They mourn 
and grieve for all who are unconveited; 
and-for all thoſe too, who will not mourn 
for themſelves, but are ſeeking death in 
the error of their ways: Nor do they flop 
here; they not only pity, but they pray for 


them too; that God would give them re- 


pentance unto life: they look ſtedfaſtly to 
God for a bleſſing on their charitable en- 
deavours; and, in an humble dependance 
on his divine aid; they exert every rational 
and proper method to impreſs theſe unhap- 
py wanderers with a ſenſe of their extreme 
danger, and to bring them back to the great 
Shepherd and Biſhop of their fouls. © 
| MY IDG Of © OM 3a 


; L 21 94 


So gracious and. eondifcending is our 
divine Maſter, that he often gives. a bleſſing 
to the pious endeavours of the pooreſt and 
meanelt of bis faithful ſervants, , A word 
ſp⸗ ken in due ſeaſon by a private chriſtian, 
is ſometimes fo forcibly impreſſed on the 
conſcience of a ſinner, that, like Felix, he 
is made to. tremble, and hereby effettually_ 
converted, and brought home to God: 
And for the encouragement of all; both 
miniſters, and people, i in their pious endea- 
vours to promote the welfare of immortal, 
ſouls, the Almighty has aſſured us, that they 


that be wiſe, in winning ſouls, ſhall ſhine as 


| the brightneſs of the firmament ; and they 


that turn many, to righteouſneſs, as the 
ſtars, for ever and ever. - 


Let us all then, my bien, from this. 
moment lay aſide all manner of excuſes, 
and ſincerely reſolve, as we have opportu- 
nity, to.do good unto all men. . Let us al- 
ways endeaygur, and e ever take pleaſure in 

| relieving 
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006 FAIL father who in heaven. 
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relieving the he and diſtreſſes . 
ther temporal e or ſpititual, of our poor and 
indigent brethren. It is more bleſſed to 


give, chan to receive; And the more you | 
abound i in the good works. of. beneficence : 
and love, the more you will experience of © 


ſolid comfort, and inward Tatisfattion. | {Ie - 
| may truly be laid of love, that i It brings with 
it, its own happineſs, even i in the preſent le 


beſides thoſe ineſtimable rewards which 2. . 


ren 
5 1 


5 may ee 1 good ort "and 4 glority 
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* Indeed it gives me real pleaſure t to ob. 


ſerve that you have not been altogether 
unmindful of this 1 important precept. Your, 


late kindneſs to the poor, in erekting a new 


and very commodious houſe for their re- 


ception; and in providing them with clean 
and neceſſary food and raiment, are incon- 
teſtable and pleaſing” probſs of this; and © 

| loudly - 


re , 


2 * 
nd 
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loudly call for a graceful acknowledgemens | 
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wit not forget t. to return. 
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| | | 
The rules wi orders which are point | 
ed for the better government of the poor, i 
q "in their” new habitation, appear, to me, | | 
1100 | 
very pious, 1 prgper, judicious, and well cal- | 
Eulated, | to promote both their temporal | 
"comfort, and eternal happineſs, Every be- . | 
'neyolent man muſt Tejoice at the comple-  ' | | 
don of your ſcheme; and bighly applaud | 
it; and with reſpelt to che .cavils- of the 
captious and malevolent, * hope, you vil 
ever turn a deaf ear. There is no defign | 
ſo noble, no inſtitution ſo benevolent, as 
to be proof againſt the attacks of calumny 
and cenſure; but theſe, I truſt; you will 
always dilregard: A lying tongue id hut for | 
a moment: And am perſuaded, tat a 7 
few years will evince to all, beyond the 
poſſibility of a doubt, that the ſcheme which 
. are Aa in, will - na not only a 
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great comfort and relief to the poor and 
needy; but likewiſe be of real advantage to 


thoſe of better condition, by reducing the 


great, and of late, enormous expence of 


maintaining the poor. May you, therefore, 


be enabled to go on and proſper in this 
laudable and chriſtian undertaking ; 3 and 1. 


can moſt ſincerely add, that I wiſh you 
good luck, in the name of the Lord: may 
you always abound in this, and every other 
labour of love, and, may the God of love 7 


condeſcend to bleſs and accept all your 
ſervices, and all your kindneſs to bis poor 
members, or _ lake of Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. 


Ihe duty of charity, is (as you have heard) 


very neceſſary and important; yet we muſt 


remember that chriſtian prudence is to di- 


reft us both with reſpet to the manner, 


and meaſure of nene it. 5 


Our families and dude have thi 
fir claim to our ſupport, protection, and 
Eft Es care; 


E 

care; and when they are provided for with 
conveniences, ſuitable to their reſpeQive 
ſituations, and conditions, and a decent pro- 
viſion made for their future-ſupport, then 
we are ſurely (as ſtewards) accountable for 
the ſurplus, to our divine Maſter, who has 
expreſsly enjoined us to beſtow it in works 
'of charity and mercy. 


Senſible of this, the benevolent founder 
of this charity (which we are.now met more 
immediately to commemorate) was, we find, 
ready to diſtribute, willing to communi- 
'* cate.” And, indeed, it is rather difficult 
to determine, whether his piety or his pru- 
dence was more remarkable, in this inſti. 
tution. N 


Inſtead of encouraging and relieving the , 


idle, lazy vagabond, who makes it a trade, 
daily to ply about the ſtreets, and conquer 
the well-meaning, but unwary paſſenger by 


dint of mere impudence, and ſolicitation, 


he wiſely choſe to ereR an aſſylum for his 
honeſt and induſtrious, but aged and infirm 
fellow- chriſtians. Such perſons are, indeed, 
the greateſt objects of compaſſion, and beſt 
D - intitled 


has real” . 
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Ge! to. all the relief which the humans 
and charitable can afford them. -. Badly 


want, added to bodily infirmities. renders 
the weight of their calamity ſtill heavier 
To remove and alleviate this unhappineſs, 
and to make. the well-diſpoſed poor more 
comfortable in their declining years, is cer- 
tainly an object worthy the attention - ob 


a 


3 nee 5 ee ade, of 


_ this hofpitable inſtitution, ſeems to have 
bad a much higher, and nobler object. in 


view, than the baxe relief of their bodily 
neceſſities. This appears from conſidering 


his prudent, wiſe, and pious regulations; 


all which have an evident tendency to re- 


ſorm their lives, and Wan their man- 
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truſtees, will conſciendouſſy adhere to thoſe 


rules which he has ſo judiciouſly. preſcribed 
for the regulation of his charity; to a due 


' obſervance of which, he calls upon you in 


the moſt ſolemn and awful. manner. In, 


—_— this wiſe, and * gentleman, for 
ſuch 


T ns 
ſuch I believe he was, has added in this 
inſtitution, ſuitably to the dignity of the 
chriſtian character; and as became a diſci- 
ple of the compaſſionate and mercifal Jeſus, 
the great redeemer and lover of ſouls. 


Since then the pious founder of this cha- 
ritable inſtitution, and the judicious gover- 
nors of our newly erected work-houle, have 
laid down and adopted ſuch wiſe and faluta- 
ry rules for regulating the condut of all who 
partake of their benevolence; let me now 
earneſtly recommend it to you, my poor, 
but dearly beloved brethren, who conſtantly 
partake of their liberality, to be thankful, 
both to God and man, for the many bleſſings 
you enjoy, and ſincerely to ſtrive to anſwer 
the kind intentions of the donors. As 
you have now but little occaſion to trouble 
yourſelves with worldly matters, ſo you have 
evidently more leiſure to provide. for the 
happineſs and welfare of your immortal 
ſouls. To promote this deſirable end, I 
ſhall be glad to contribute by every way and 
means in my power. Vou may always depend, 
therefore on an eaſy acceſs to me for ſpiri- 
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tual advice; nor can you poſſibly oblige me 
more than by coming frequently to aſk it: 
The prieſts' lips ſhould keep knowledge, and 
the people are expreſsly n to ſeek 


the law at his mouth. 


May the (giver of every good and per- 
ſect gift, give you all a new heart, and 
renew a right ſpirit within you. If you 
earneſtly ſeek this greateſt ' of bleſſings at 
the throne of grace, you are ſure to ob- 
tain it. Your poverty is no bar to your 
loving or ſerving God, or to the recep- 
tion of his holy ſpirit, but rather the con- 
trary. God bath choſen the poor in 
this world, who are rich in faith, to be 
heirs of his kingdom. Honeſt poverty 1s 
no diſgrace, it ſtains no blood; nay, it is 
infinitely preferable to rich knavery. Re- 
member that the great King and Lord of 
all, the ever-Bleſſed Jeſus, became poor, 
that we, thro' his poverty, might be made 
rich. He vas reduced much lower, than 
the loweſt of you all. He ſubſiſted on the 
alms of his pious followers; and was even 
deſtitute of a place wherein to lay his head. 
A moments ſerious reflection on this moſt 


altoniſhing 


11 
aſtoniſhing condeſcention, and great humi. 
lity of the eternal ſon of God, muſt ſurely 
ſilence all our complaints, and reconcile us 
to the loweſt condition, and to the ſevereſt 
diſpenſations of providence. | 


If the Saviour of mankind -drank thus 
deeply of the bitter cup of affliftion and ſor- 
row; and was made perfect through ſuffer- 
ings; who, or what are we, that we ſhould ex- 
pe an exemption from afflitions ? Theſe, 
and many other affliiive diſpenſations we 
have all deſerved, for our innumerable offen- 
ces; and they are to be received not only 
with humility and patience; hut, with thank- 
fulneſs too, as the meſſengers of our hea- 
venly father's love: Whom the Lord lov- 
* eth he chaſteneth, and ſcourgeth Herr 
* fon whom he receiveth.“ 


Let us all then, my beetbren, both high 
and low, rich and poor, daily ſtrive to ſhew 
our gratitude to the Almighty, for his in- 
numerable favours, by a life of ſobriety, 
righteouſneſs, and godlineſs. God is good 
and ac to us all; oh, let us not be diſ- 

| obedient 
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obedient; and unthankful to bim! IIe is 
the kindeſt, and beſt of maſters: and it is 
our happineſs. as well as duty, to ſerve and 
obey him. In ſerving him (who ſtands not in 
the leaſt need either of us or our ſervices) 
we take the only wiſe and effectual way, tru- 

ly to ſerve ourſelves; and to promote both 

our preſent peace, and eternal happineſs. 
May we all therefore, fincerely and hear- 
tily ſtrive, © Whether we eat, or drink, or 
* whatſoever we do, to do all to the glory | 
of God.” Let us daily offer unto God 
thankſgiving for all © His goodnels and loy- 
ing kindneſs to us, and to all men.” Let 
us (as our excellent church teaches) ** Bleſs | 
© him for our creation, preſervation, and 
Kall the bleſſings of this life; but, above 
all, for his ineſtimable love, in the re- 
demption of the world, by our Lord Jeſus 
* Chriſt; for the means of grace, and for 
* the hope of glory. And let us beſeech 

* him, to give us that due ſenſe of all his 
i mercies, that our hearts may be unfeign- 
* edly. thankful; and that we may ſhew 
* forth his praile, not. only with our lips, 
but 


4 I 

«da likewiſe in our lives, by giving up 
*, ourſelves to his ſervice, and by walking 
before bim in . rightequſneſs all our days 
N Jaws Oba our Lord.. 


Thus to live; and thus to abt, wilt be 
pleaſip g to God, t thro Chriſt, and perfectly 
5 88 to the dig ignity of the chriſtian 
charatter. | | We ſhall be happy in ourſelves, 
and daily experience that peace of God, 
which paſſeth all underſtandi ing; a peace, 

which this 1 vain world, can neither give, nor 
take away. And when the various trials 
and troubles of this tranſitory ſtate are over, 
we ſhall be brought, by the great Captain of 
our ſalvation, to the haven, where we would 
be: He vill fapport'us in out laſt conflict 
with death, the. awful king of tertors: Sin, 
which is the ſting of deathy our. Redeemer 
has taken away, by his croſs and paſſion; 
and therefore, being one with him, we may 
juſtly cry out in the triumphant language of 
the apoſtle, © O death, where is thy fting ? 
“O grave, where is thy victory? The ſting 
e of death is fin; and the ſtrength of fin is 
t the law. But thanks be to God who giv- 
; * eth 


5 
eth us the vidtory, thro our Lord Jeſus 
* Chriſt. Therefore, my beloved brethren, 
a be ye ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always abound- 
© ing in the work of the Lord, foraſmuch as 
ye know that your labour is not in vain 
ot © in the Lord: In vain did I fay? God 
1 forbid! The Lord Jeſus Chriſt will ſurely 
guide us with his counſel here, and bere- 
after receiye us into glory. And when theſe 
our earthly tabernacles are diſſolved, we 
ſhall moſt aſſuredly have (thro' the redemp- 
tion which is in Chriſt) a building of God, 
an houſe not made with d eternal i in 
the heavens. 


i, {ws Gat Bier: God the 
Son: ee e 
Oc, *. Amen- 
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